[The S.I.G.N.A.L.-Intervention Project to combat violence against women].
Domestic violence has profound effects on the health of women. According to the World Health Organization, violence is a significant risk factor for morbidity and mortality in women. If violence is not taken into account as a cause of health problems, there is a high risk of inappropriate health care. More attention to the issue of domestic violence in medical history, diagnosis and therapy is the objective of the "S.I.G.N.A.L. Intervention Project to Combat Violence Against Women". The "S.I.G.N.A.L. Project" is the first intervention project against violence in a medical setting in Germany. It was started in 1999 in the emergency room of Benjamin Franklin University Hospital (Charite Campus Benjamin Franklin). The goal of the project is to initiate prevention and intervention for violence against women by providing the abused women with appropriate support and treatment. The program is based on the intervention objectives: ask about abuse, assess for danger, inform and refer victims to counselling programs and women's shelters, and document injuries and health problems for use in legal proceedings.